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yet as the same arguments do not operate upon different
minds with the same force, I hope I shall not be thought less
sincere, or less studious of the publick happiness, or the
honour of the crown, though I presume to differ from him.

In the motion now before us, I cannot concur, because,
though it should be allowed to contain a just representa-
tion of foreign affairs, yet it appears to me to omit those
considerations which I think it the duty of this house to
offer to his majesty. This nation is, in my opinion, ex-
posed to enemies more formidable than the French; nor
do I think that we are at leisure to defend the liberties of
Europe, till we have made some provisions for the security
of our own; or to regulate the balance of power, till we
have restored our constitution to its ancient equilibrium.

That there are flagrant proofs of the most enormous
corruption throughout the whole subordination of publick
offices; that our publick funds are only nurseries of fraud,
and that trust of every kind is only considered as an op-
portunity of plundering, appears evidently from the uni-
versal prevalence of luxury and extravagance, from the
sudden affluence of private men, from the wanton riot of
their tables, the regal splendour of their equipages, and
the ostentatious magnificence of their buildings.

It is evident, likewise, that corruption is not confined to
publick offices; that those who have lost their own inte-
grity, have endeavoured to destroy the virtue of others;
that attempts have been made to subject the whole nation
to the influence of corruption, and to spread the contagion
of bribery from the highest to the lowest classes of the
people.                                           "                   j

It is therefore necessary, before we engage in the con-
sideration of foreign affairs, to prosecute the inquiry which
was begun in the last session, to trace wickedness to its
source, and drag the authors of our miseries into the light.

These, my lords, are the inquiries which the general
voice of the people importunately demands ; these are the
petitions which ought never to be rejected ; all parties are
now united, and all animosities extinguished; nor is there
any other clamour than for inquiries and punishment.